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8 the n Plain Diſcourſe v was compiled 
at very ſhort Notice, and never deſigned for 
the Preſs; it is to be hoped, That may be ſome 
' Apology for its Defeats: And as the ay View 


grateful and pious Senſe of Sir John Caſs's exten- 
five Charity, in the Breaſts of Thoſe who are Par- 
takers of it, (to whom it was ſolely directed; 
if the Peruſal in any meaſure anſwers ſuch Pur- 
poſe, it will be the beſt Recompence he can have 
for its . thus in Publick. 
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the Author had in its Delivery, was to excite a. 
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2 CoRINTHIANS IX. 12. 


The adminiſtration of this ſervice, not only 


ſupplieth the wants of the ſaints ; but is 


abundant alſo by many thankſgivings unto 
God. - 


4 


EN this and the preceding chte St 
Paul, repreſenting the good Succeſs he 
had met with in planting the Goſpel 


9 relates the grateful Diſpoſition of thoſz 
his Converts towards Him and Silas - inaſmuch, that 
when the Apoſtle ſuffered Aflictions for their Sakes, 


the Macedonians were fo far from being diſcouraged, 
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that they even enjoyed Perſecutions themſelves for the 
Name of CHRIST; and though they poſſeſſed but 
little in the World, yet out of that little they made 
bountiful Contributions for the Support of the Church. 
This Example St Paul preſſes home to the Corin- 


| fhians; that as They alſo had received the Bleſſings of 


2 Cor. vi. 


10. 


Pal. cxii. 


2 Cor. ix. 
7 * 


the Goſpel, they ſhould make their grateful Return 
in Liberality to their Fellow Chriſtians. Wherefore 


he ſtirs them up to a chearful Contribution — from 


the Example of CHRIST, who became poor, that we 
through his poverty might be made rich in good Works; 
— from the Precept of the P/a/mi/?, who gives a Cha- 
racter of the liberal Man, that his righteouſneſs remain- 
eth for ever; — from the Goodneſs of GOD, who 


teveth a chearful giver, and is able to reward him 


with a Sufficiency of all Things in this Life; — and 
laſtly, from the * of ſuch Liberality, that it 
occaſions Prayers and 'Thankſgivings to the Glory of 
GoD; as in the Words of the Text: The adminiſ- 
tration of this ſervice, net only ſupplieth the wants of 
the faints, but is abundant alſo by many thankſgivings 
znto God. As much as if he had faid, — This 
charitable ſupplying of other Mens Wants, is not 
only a Means to relieve thoſe that are in Neceſſity, 
but alſo an Obligation of their Gratitude to Gop; 


and therefore is to be eſteemed an Act of Piet alſo.” ? 


In conſidering which Words, I ſhall 


I. INquiRE what is meant by this Service men- 
tioned in the Text; and ſhew the Nature 
and the Excellencies of it. II. THE 
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of Sir John Caſs's CyHarrTyY-ScnooLs. 
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II. Tre Conſequences of it; that it fs abundant in 
. unto God And, 


IT. 1 SHALL apply the Whole to the. preſent 
I 


—_— 


1. Figs 10 I am to inquire what i is meant by the 


adminiſtration of this ſervice ſupplying the wants of 
1 * nts. 


'T HE Word Ahle in the Greek, which we tran- 


flate Miniſtration, ſignifies originally the officiating in 


any Publick Service; of which Kind, the Prieſtly 


Office being among the Fews eſteemed the Chief, the 


Word thence comes to ſignify any ſacred Office : and 
being in many Places of the New Teſtament ſo uſed, 
it is from hence brought down to any Service in the 


_ Chriſtian Church—any Chriſtian Office : And becauſe 


CuRI1sT faith it is the Steward's Office to give every 
Man his Portion of Food in his Seaſon, therefore in 
the Scripture Style, A«Jwyy/s is often uſed for the Bu- 


 fineſs of the Offertory, for the diſpenſing of the Ob/a- 


tions, and out of them relieving the poor Chriſtians. 


Thus in many Inſtances, and particularly Heb. i. 14. 


where the. ut are called miniſtring Spirits, it may 


bear the Senſe of ſerving, ſo as to feed, relieve, and 


provide for us; Alms being always a Part of the ſpi- 
ritual Service under the — 
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Ax p whoever reads the Scriptures, muſt needs 
know, that Charity is one of the greateſt Duties of the 
Chriſtian Religion; that our Saviour CHRIST has 


ſet before us a very noble Example of it, eſpecially to 
the Soul of Men; and that of all Virtues, this is moſt 


likely to procure the Bleſſing of G op, — to ourſelves, 
to our Souls, to our Bodies, to our Eſtates, to our 


Children, and to every Thing that belongs to us. — 


And of all the Branches of Charity, which we read 
or hear of to have been practiſed among Men, cer- 


tainly This, which ſo much ptevails in this Nation, 


of erecting and maintaining CHARITY SCHOOLS, for 
the Education' of poor Children in a true Senſe. of the 
Chriſtian Religion, as profeſſed by the Church of 
England, and of fitting them for ſome honeſt Call- 


ing or Employment, muſt be moſt beneficial. 


BI ESSED be Gop ! we have many excellent Se- 
minaries of Religion and Learning, where the Chil- 
dren of the better Sort may be well grounded in the 
uſeful Knowledge of all that can either adorn them 
in this Life, or fit them for a better. But, without 
Diſparagement or Injuſtice to tboſẽ hopeful Nurſeries, 
I may venture to affirm, that there is no Way of In- 
ſtruction ſo generally ſucceſsful, where there are ſo 


Jew Miſcarriages, or ſo compleatly framed for breed- 


ing up good Chriſtians, as in theſe Charity Schools, 
Thus amply has the wiſe Providence of G o p com- 


penſated the Diſadvantages of the Poor and Indigent, 
in 


of Sir John car Carrey Schoors. 


—— . ——— 


in wanting many of the Conveniencies of this Life, 
by more abundant Proviſion for their Happineſs in the 
next, Had they been higher born, or more richly 
endowed, they would have wanted hrs manner of 
Education; of which #hoſe only enjoy the Benefit, 
who are low enough to ſubmit to it ; where they 


have ſuch Advantages, oithout money and without Th. lv. 1. 


price, as the Rich cannot purchaſe with it: The 
Learning which is given theſe, is generally more 
edifying than that which is fold to others. Thus do 
they become more exalted in Goodneſs, by being de- 
preſſed in Fortune, and their Poverty is really their 
Preferment. By this means, they are opportunely 
preſerved from the Contagion of ill Example, and 
that Corruption of Manners which too generally pre- 
vails; and are favourably prepoſſeſſed (while their 
Minds are yet undebauched) with a Senſe of Religion, 
and ſome Rek/h of Virtue and ' Goodneſs. 


A farther Proof of the Excellence of this Charity, 
is, the extenſive Beneficialneſs of it to many others, as 
well as to theſe poor Children.— It is beneficial to 
the Publict, by diſpoſing thoſe to be uſeful Members 
to the Commonwealth, who, moſt probably, other- 
wile would, have been at beſt unſerviceable, if not 
* and pernicious. 


Ix is beneficial to the Church, by removing ſome 
Part of the Filth and Scandal which would other- 
wiſe lie at her Door, in Defiance. of her much- 

weakned 
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1 * and Inſtruction is, the more valuable 


3 ao deſpiſed Diſcipline ; to the foul Dic. 
grace of our Chriſtian Profeſſion, and the great W 
of Piety and cf | 


B UT. has moſt 3 the Benefits of this Cha- 


. 1 is, that it reaches to the Souls of theſe poor 
Children, as well as to their Bodies. By the means 
of good Inſtruction, they are early taught the Prin- 
ciples of their holy Religion, which is the likelieſt 
| Way to make them good Chriſtians in the Courſe of 
their Lives: And though they /bould (notwithſtand- 
-ing the Pains that has been taken with them) after- 
wards turn to wicked Courſes, yet we are not to 
look upon them to be quite loſt; for, if good Prin- 


ciples are well laid while People are young, like 
good Seed buried in the Earth for a Time, they 


will likely be raiſed up again, and bring forth the 
deſired Fruit. There will be ſomething within to 


work upon the Conſcience, which in due Time may 


awake them: There will be a good Foundation for 
the charitable Admonition of Friends, or for the ſea- 
ſonable Advice of Miniſters afterwards. And by how 


much the Soul is more valuable than the' Body, the 
higher muſt that Charity be which extends its Care 


to it, and is employed in its Salvation; in delivering 


it not only from femporal Pain and Diſquiet, which 
quickly have an End; but, what is the great Conſi- 


deration of all, in reſcuing it from ' everlaſting Tor- 


ment. The more fatal to ſuch poor Souls the Fant 


muſt 


— Sir John Cals” 5 See 0 


muſt chat Charity be Which ſupplies it, in the Ac- 


count of the great Judge of Quick and Dead,. who 
came down from Heaven to fave Souls, to teach and 
inſtruct the Poor and Ignorant, and t feek and to 
ſave that which was 1%. Our Go p and our Saviour 
are never more truly honoured, than when Souls are 
2258 unto them; when they who had uſually been 

rofaners of their Sabbaths, Blaſphemers of their ſa- 
cred Names, Contemners of their Commandments, 
Corrupters of their People, and the Reproach of their 
Religion; are turned into exemplary Patterns of ſanc- 
tifying their Days, reverencing their Names, walking 
in their Commandments with a perfect Heart, invit- 


Matt. 


xvili. 1 Ie 5 


ing others to glorify their Father which is in Heaven, 


and adorning the Doctrine of their Go p and Saviour. 
The greateſt Honour we can poſſibly do to Religion, 
is to make its Beauty ſhine forth in the Lives of its 
Profeſſors; and this we know is the chief Deſign of 
our CHariTY Schools: To reform the Lives of a 
Claſs of Mankind, which to the utmoſt Degree has 
need of Reformation. The only ſure, and the eaſieſt 
Way of accompliſhing this, is to begin early with 


Children, before any evil Habit has taken Poſſeſſion 
of their Hearts; and ſowing in their ſoft and tender 


Minds the fertile Seed of eternal Life; and ſo im- 
proving it from time to time, that it may bring * 
| ts fruit in due ſeaſon. 


Oxz Thing more I muſt obſerve upon this Head, 


——That this Way of Gs the Children of our 
| B 
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Poor, muſt be no ſmall Security to (the beſt and 24 
pureſt of all Churches) the Church of England. Ig- 3J 
norance, and Indifferency to all Religion, has given 1 
the chief Occaſion to our Sects and Diſſentions. They _ 
that are indifferent to all, will put on any Form for 1 
their worldly Advantage. But when the Children of 
our Poor are early inſtructed, both in the Principles of 
the Chriſtian Religion in general, and in the Way of 
0 Worſhipping Go in the Church of England in par- 
i ticular; they are not ſo liable 0 be toffſed to and fro 
| Eph. iv. oith every wind of dbätrine; and carried about with 
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=_ ” mn fhght and cunning craftineſs of men, whereby they 


5 7 lie in wait to deceive : But they become rooted and 
| _ eſtabliſhed in the true Faith and Worſhip, ready to 
ts 1 Pet. give an anſwer of the hope that is in them; and not 
t 1 18. 

1 only to turn away from, but even to rebuke the Gain- 
iF ſayers. Though Reformation be a Work that muſt 
1 |. go heavily on, where the Church's Cenſures are the 
8 Libertine's Scorn, and the Magiſtrate's Power is not 
a ſufficient Terror to the hardned Sinner; yet the bring- Y 
Eph.vi.4. ing up Children in the nurture of the Lord, who _ 
11 would otherwiſe have been caſt out as the Refuſe of | 
the World, may, probably, put ſome Stop to the 
— Propagation of Wickedneſs, and cauſe the Generation 


that is next growing od to ou ſomething better. 


As we are Men, n with Reaſon and Un- 
derſtanding, we are all Members of one Civil Society; if 
as we are Chriſtians, baptized into the ſame common : Y 
is Faith, we are all Members of the Church of CHRIST ih 
|| | upon 


_of Str John Caſs' S Cranrry Schools. * 11 


upon Earth. As we are Members of a Society; and 
ſucceed in the National Bleſſings of Peace and Or- 


der, conveyed to us by our Anceſtors; we ſtand en- 
gaged to convey to our Poſterity the like Bleſſings: 
and much more as we are Members of a Chriſtian 


Society, are we bound to do what in us lies to ſecure 


to them the yet greater Bleſſing a National Piety 
and Religion. By the Adminiſtration of ſuch a Ser- 
vice as this, we may hope, by Degrees, to mend the 


Face of Things, and make Virtue again revive and 


Houriſh, even in this degenerate Age. 


| Bur N do I end your Time in ſetting forth 
the Excellency of this Charity, which may be much 


more eaſily conceived, than it can be worthily ex- 


preſſed? eſpecially when you have ſuch Inſtances be- 

fore your Eyes, of young and tender Plants, who, by 

good Cultivation and timely Watering, are about to 

grow up in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 2 Pet. 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and are in a fair Way to 3 


bring forth fruit unto holineſs. 22. 


I 6H ALL therefore haſten to the Second Thing 
depp from the Text; and ſhew, 


II. Taz: Confianancds of this Anita he 
t is abundant in thankſgivings unto God. 


A grateful Return for Benefits received, is a Prin- 
cue engrafted into the Nature of every thinking Crea- 
B 2 ture, 
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ture. And when one who has been educated in the 


Chriſtian Religion, begins to conſider, that all the 


Bleſſings he enjoys, his Creation, his Preſervation, all 
the Comforts and Conveniencies, -as well as the Ne- 
ceſſaries of this Life, were reached unto him through 
the Hands of an all-bounteous Benefactor; and that 
He alone is the Fountain of all the Good we enjoy, 
excluſive of thoſe wild Errors, which either queſtion 
his Exiſtence, or detract from his Providence: When 
he conſiders further, that the ſame gracious Go p for- 
giveth all his iniquities, healeth all his diſeaſes, re- 


deemeth his life from doſtruction, and crowneth him 


with loving-kindneſs and tender mercies: How muſt 
he, with all the Powers of a grateful Soul, and all 
the Raptures of ſincere and fervent Praiſe, ſay, (with 
the Elders in the Revelation) Thou art worthy, O 
Lord, to receive glory, and honour, and power ; for 
thou haſt created all things, and for thy pleaſure they 


are, and were created? 


ALL that we poor Mortals can do for Him, who 
governs as well as made the World, is to acknow- 
ledge that it is He that does it, and to praife Him in 
his marvellous Acts. The irrational and inanimate 
Creatures, do all paſſively praiſe the Name of Gp, 
inaſmuch as they ſeverally bear an Inſcription of his 
Wiſdom, his Glory, and his Power : And the rea- 
ſonable and intellectual Natures of Men and Angels, 
have this peculiar Privilege, — that they can actively 


_ glorify and celebrate the 3 of the noble Author 


of 


— — — — — cc ....t.. 5 
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of all their Beings, and all ub Benefits. The very 
End and Deſign of our Creation was, that we might 
praiſe and gor the Gop who made us. This was 
the Opinion of the wiſeſt Men in all Ages; and an 
Opinion, I believe, it is, that upon a Scrutiny will be 


found irrefragable. The heavens declare the ghry of pfl xi. 1. 


God, and the firmament ſbeweth his handy-work, faith 
the P/almift. But however, while there was as yet 
no one here below upon Earth to take Notice of it, 


we may imagine that ſuch a Glory as this was an im- 


perfect and defective Glory: To ſupply therefore this 
Want was Man created; a reflecting, a thoughtful, 
and an inquiſitive Being; a Being endued with an 
Underſtanding to acknowledge the Goodneſs of Go p, 
and with a Will to make ſuch Returns for it as he 
was able. Endued with ſuch Powers as theſe, was 
he ſent into this lower World, (as it were the Prieſt 
of Nature) to offer up his Thanks and Praiſe, in Be- 
half of the mute and inſenſible Part of the Creation. 


SINCE therefore it is the Voice of Nature, as far 
as Gratitude itfelf is ſo, that the good Things we 
receive from above, ſhould be ſent back again thither 
in Thanks _ Praiſe ;- as the rivers run into the ſea, 
fo the place from whence the rivers come, thither 
ſhould they return again : No wonder if Members 
brought up in the Church of CnrisT, choſen out 
of his peculiar Fold, ſhould be as @ city that is at 


unity in itſelf, whither the tribes go up, to give thanks 


unto the name of the Lord. 
III. Af D 


Eccleſ. 
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III. Ap now, Thirdh, to apply what 1 been 


faid to the PRO Solemnity. 


T1 HE Slain of this Aſſembly, 1 bel che 


happy Influence of ſuch a Service as the Apoſtle ſpeaks 


of, ought in a more particular manner to be abundant 
in thankſgivings to God; and ought to praiſe Him, 


as we are Men and as we are Chriſtians : As we have 


Countenances erect, we may behold the fair beauty of 
vn. 4. the Lord in his noble Works; and as we have ratio- 


Paal. cvii. nal Souls, we may rejoice in his goodneſs towards the 


2 children of men, (a Capacity which all other Crea- 


tures are denied :) And as we are Chriſtians, we may 
bleſs him for the wonderful Revelations of our Re- 


demption, (a Truth which to this Day is concealed 
from the greateſt Part of Mankind !) 


Aus all the various Methods of expreſſing 
Gratitude towards Go p, and Good-will towards Men, 
—thoſe were always eſteemed the Beſt,” which pro- 
moted the Culture of our Minds, and the Improve- 


ment of our Natures : And indeed, the beſt Part of 
Mankind have always had thoſe in greateit Regard, 


who have a Zeal for the Intereſts of Religion and the 
Cauſe of Virtue. Such as this was the pious Muni- 
ficence of thoſe excellent Perſons, who vouchſafed to 
honour this Ward with the moſt illuſtrious Monu- 
ments of their exalted Charity, and conſecrated theſe 


Abodes to the Honour of Religion, the Increaſe of 
Virtue, 


w 
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Virwe, and the Propagation of both. Under the 


. Adminiſtration of ſuch a Service as this we ſhould 
ſummon up all our Faculties to return our Praiſes to 
its moſt gracious Author, and dedicate ourſelves en- 


— 


tirely to his Honour. 


THAT we may offer a juſt Libation of ſuch ſin- 


cere Praiſes as are due, Let us take a ſhort View of 


the ſeveral Gradations by which this noble Charity, 


which is now before us, has arrived to its preſent 


Splendor; and by obſerving the various Accidents, 
Interruptions and Chances, through which it has at 
: length obtained its juſt Eſtabliſhment, we muſt allow 


it to have been accompliſhed by no leſs a Conductor 


than the Finger of Gov. 


1 T us view it as taking its firſt Riſe from the 
Heart of its Munificent Founder *, who at the Open- 
ing of this his pious Seminary, (near forty Years ago) 

was honoured with the auſpicious Omen of the great- 


eſt Appearance of illuſtrious Perſons to give it a Sanc- 


tion, that ever was known upon the like Occaſion ; 
and who by his Firſt Will + deſigned an Augmen- 
tation of this Foundation, adding to it a more exten- 
five Charity in another Place, 


_—_— — 


Sir Jobz Caſs, Knight, late Alderman af the Ward of Poriſoben, 
London. 


+ Dated the 6th of May, 1709. 
LET 
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Leer us view it alſo as ſuffering an Alteration (for 
the more immediate Benefit of this Ward) through 
his Second Will W which miſſed of its een, thro 
Want of Forms in Law. 


Lr us view it then applying to the Legiſlature 


for Relief, but miſcarrying in its good Deſigns, thro? 
the worldly Intereſts or Caprice of Men. 


LzT us view 1 notwithſtanding, continued and 


ſupported by the uncommon Goodneſs of a pious 
Lady +, during her Pilgrimage in this Life; and af- 
ter that by her worthy Executor 4; till Cop was 


pleaſed to call them to himſelf. And after this, alas ! 
through Want of Legal Ability, the good Intent of 


the Donor hung its Head, and almoſt deſpaired of 
being ever revived. 


IN this Extremity, it pleaſed the Almighty to ſtir 
up the Hearts of ſome of Fs faithful Servants to ap- 
ply to Equity ||, as their dernier Reſort, to accompliſh 


that Good, which was denied them by the _— 


| "—_ 
— — 2 — — — 6 


* Dated the 5th of July, 1718. 

+ Dame Elizabeth Caſs. 

+ Mr Valentine Brewis, deceaſed, who for many Years before his 
Death was Deputy of Portſoten Ward. 

| The High Court of Chancery, 


ture 
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ture and the Courts of Law : Here it pleaſed Him 


to ſtretch forth his Arm, and to make his Goodneſs 
ſhine forth in the Reſcue of this noble Charity from 


all the Clogs which had long embaraſſed it, to give 
it Succeſs beyond common Expectation, to fulfil the 
utmoſt Intent of the Founder, and eſtabliſh 50 as a 
ſhining Light to all the People. 


IN recording this Eſtabliſhment, we muſt never 
forget the indefitigable and almoſt unparalell d Appli- 
cation of an eminent Magiſtrate * in this Labour of 
Love; conducting the Fund through the tedious Forms 
of an Office, and paſling all the intricate and volu- 
minous Accounts of a Thirty Year's Tranſaction; for 


which he has already had 25 publick Thanks of the 


Veſtry +, and deſerves to be praiſed as a ſecond Foun- 
der; together with the reſt of the worthy Truſtees 4, 
who are pleaſed to further ſo good a Work, by their 
conſtant Meetings for that Purpoſe, without any Re- 
ward. | | 


SUCH 1s the Adminiſtration of this Service, which 
calls upon us to be abundant in the Sacrifice of Thanks- 
giving; as it is a Service, which has liberally provid- 
ed for the certain Maintenance and Education of the 


CE In 


®* Criſpe Gaſtoyne, Eſq; Alderman of Vintry Ward, an Inhabitant of 
the Ward of Port/oken. 

+ See the Appendix, page 32. 

4 See their Names in the * page 33. 
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Gal. vi. 9. 


2 Theſſ. 
iii. 13. 


Joh. 
xili. 5. 


Luk. 


xx. 27. 


Dan. xii 3. 


Diſtreſſed in this Ward, to all future Generations; 
while many other Places depend © cap precarious Con- 


tributions for that End. 


Lr us then with unfeigned Thanks adore the 
divine Goodneſs, that in the midſt of an Age almoſt 
abandoned to Vice and Irreligion, abounding with ſo 
much Corruption, ſo many Examples of Profaneneks 
and Debauchery, has put it into the Hearts of worthy 
Perſons to uſe their Endeavours towards the Extirpa- 
tion of Vice and Ignorance; ſupporting and propa- 


gating that Religion, of which profane Scoffers are 


plotting the Subverſion : = That He has endued them 
with Conſtancy, and Reſolution zot to be weary in 
well-doing. That Perſons of liberal Fortunes ſhould 
ſubmit to be Overſeers of theſe Poor; that they ſhould 
make it their Buſineſs to look into their little Con- 
cerns, and become as it were their Servants, in Imi- 


tation of that condeſcending Act of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, when He waſhed the feet of his own Diſci- 


ples; or when He told them, I am among you as he 
that ſerveth. 


TEE meaneſt Services of thoſe who care for the 


Poor, will hereafter be eſteemed as the Work of thoſe 
wiſe Teachers, «who having turned many to righteouſ- 


nefs, ſhine forth as the brightneſs of the firmament, and 
as the = for ever and ever, At the general Judg- 


ment of the laſt Day, when the Rich and the Poor 


ſhall meet together, chen ſhall theſe Little Ones ap- 
pear, 


} 
| 
4 
5 
4 
bs 
f 
. 
* 
* 


1 I A EOS AAR renter 


— 


of Fir John Caſs s Chlakrry Schools. 19 


pear, and chearfully teſtify in Behalf of their Bene- 
factors, We were an hungred, and they have fed Mat. v. 
e us; we were naked, and they have cloathed us; _—_ 
«© we were ignorant, and they have inſtructed us; we 

were baſe, and they have refined us; we were for- 

ſaken and left, and they have gathered us up, and 
reſtored us into thine Hand, O Lo RD, who art \ pet. 

« the ſhepherd and biſhop of our ſouls.” M. 25. 


cc 


c 


A 


cc 


To Him therefore, who ou? of the mouth of babes Piel. 
and ſucklings hath per fected Praiſe ; who hath made 1... 
Proviſion, not only for their Comforts in this Life, xxi. 16. 


but alſo for their eternal Happineſs in the next; be all 


Glory and Honour, Adoration and Praiſe, by all 
Creatures, all Men, for ever and ever ! 


THE END. 
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APPENDIX. 


Groing ſome Account of Sir JOHN 
Cass, the Founder of the Charity 
Schools in the Ward of Portſoken, 
London; and of the Eſtate by him 


given for their & wpport.. 


FIR JOHN CAS S, Knight, and 
late one of the Aldermen of the City 
of London, was the Founder of this ex- 
obellent Charity, in the Year 1710. — 
IPG RS His Father, Thomas Caſs, Eſq; of Grovc- 
ſtreet at Heal in the County of Mzddleſex, had 


acquired an ample Fortune as Carpenter to the Royal 
Ordnance, 
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Ordnance, which, upon his Death, deſcended to Sir 
Fohn, his Son and only Child; who having been 
Educated in the true Pine ples of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, as he advanced in Life, was one of Thoſe 
who, in the Reign of Queen Anne, diſtinguiſhed them- 
telves for their Zeal in Support of Her Rights, by 
contributing to turn the Current of thoſe Times, when 
it became the prevailing Faſhion to diſcountenance 
Orthodoxy and Uniformity in Religious Worſhip, of 
which Sir Fob! Caſs was an exemplary Pattern. 


As Citizen of London, he never failed to make the 
Intereſt he had deſervedly acquired among his Fellow 
Citizens, inſtrumental in promoting the Cauſe of Pie- 
ty and Religion ; ſo he took Care, at the ſame Time, 
to give them the moſt unqueſtionable Proof of the 
Truth of thoſe religious Principles he profeſſed, —by 
Building at his own Expence, in his Life-time, two 
Schools near the Church of St Batolph Aldgate, in 
the Ward of Portſoken, London, for the Uſe of the 
Charity Children belonging to that Ward, which had 
been Cloathed and Educated, ever ſince the Year 1689, 
by Voluntary Contributions. Beſides building theſe 
Schools, Sir John alſo erected ſome other Buildings 
contiguous thereto, and charged them with an Annuity 
of 201, a Year; and alſo appropriated the Profits ari- 
ſing from Renn i in a Vault (ncar the Church) which 
he likewiſe built at the ſame Time, towards ſupport- 
ing his Schools; as an Earneſt of his more enlarged 


Intentions in e of the poor Children of that 
Ward at his Death. ON 


— 


Account of Sir John Caſs's Schools. 
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ON the Opening of theſe Schools, in the Vear 1710, 
a Sermon was preached in the Pariſh Church of St 
Botolph Aldgate, by the Moſt Reverend Sir Villiam 
Dares, Archbiſhop of York; at which were preſent 


no leſs than Sixteen Noblemen, and Forty Members 


of the Houſe of Commons, beſides many other emi- 
nent Perſons, to do Honour to this noble Inſtitution, 
and its generous Founder. 


IN this he was, litterally ſpeaking, his own Exe- 
cutor ; for by a Will which he had made and duly 
executed the 6th of May, 1709, after giving his Wife, 
Dame Elizabeth Caſs, an Annuity of 400 J. a Year for 
her Life, he had expreſſly mention'd his Intention 
ſhortly to erect a School at his own Charge, for the 


Benefit of the poor Boys of Aldgate Pariſh, that were 


maintained by Subſcription. And by this Will he 
allo gave the Reſidue of his Eſtate, Real and Perſonal, 


to the Right Honourable Mountague Venables, Earl of 


Abingdon, and Eight other Truſtees, upon Truſt, to 
lay out 1000 J. in building another School-houſe in 
Grove-ſtreet, Hackney, (near his own Manſton-houſe ) 
for the Reception of a Schoolmaſter and 20 poor Boys, 
to be elected out of the School then intended to be 


built by him at Aldgate; and directed, that gol. a 


Year ſhould be paid the Maſter of fuch his School at 
Grove-ſtreet, and 20 J. a Year to be allowed him for 
the Maintenance and Education of every one of ſuch 20 


Boys. And that as ſoon as any Two of them ſhould be 


qualified 
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fery Feſteries deceaſed, late Alderman of the ſaid Ward, 


qualified for the Univerſity, or be fit to be placed forth 
Apprentice, ſuch of them as ſhould be ſent to the 
Univerſity ſhould have 20 /. a Year for ſeven Years; 

and that 20 J. ſhould be paid with every ſuch Boy as 


thould be put out Apprentice, 


By ſuch emnondiiney Inſtances of true Chriſtian 
Benevolence, as well as Generoſity, in favour of the 
Poor of the Freedom Part of the Pariſh of St Botolph 
Aldgate, which contains the whole Ward of Port ſolen, 
it may eaſily be imagined, Sir John Caſs could not 


avoid engaging, in a particular manner, the Eſteem 


and Affections of the Inhabitants of that Ward; who 
in Return, took the firſt Opportunity of giving him 
the ſtrongeſt Teſtimony of their ſingular Regard for 


him, by chooſing him for their Alderman *; notwith- 


ſtanding the powerful Oppoſition made to ſuch their 
Choice by a contrary Intereſt, which at that Time made 
the Majority in the Court of Aldermen : For it being 
then the Method for every Ward, upon the Election 
of an Alderman, to return two Perſons to that Court, 
for them to chooſe one of the Perſons ſo return'd, the 
Inhabitants of the Ward of Portſoken were forced to 
come to three ſeveral Elections, before they could pre- 
vail upon the Court of Aldermen to accept of Sir Job! 
Caſs. But the Power of political Prejudices, ſtrong 


* Upon the 23d of January, 1710. Sir Jobn Caſs was ſworn into the 
Office of Alderman for the Ward of Portſoten, in the Room of Sir Ze/- 


— 


and 


Arcount ut of Fr ] John Cakes s Scnoors. 
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and mighty as they were, againſt him, were neverthe- 


leſs obliged to give way to his more prevailing Merit, 
in the Affections and Eſteem of his Electors, the In- 
habitants of Portſolen Ward. 


81 John Caſs and his favorite Ward of Portſolen 
being thus happily united, in his political Relation to 
them as their Alderman, continued, during his whole 
Life afterwards, mutually promoting each other's Wel- 
fare and Satisfaction: For while his Endeavours were 
conſtantly employed i in doing its Inhabitants all the 
good Offices in his Power, theirs were no leſs active, 
in rendering him the grateful Return of Honour and 
Applauſe juſtly due to his Merit ; which at the fame 


Time was far from being confined within this his own 


Ward, the whole City likewiſe giving him the greateſt 


Teſtimony of their Regard, by chooling him one of 


their Repreſentatives in two ſucceſſive Parliaments *, 
as alſo one of the Sheriffs for this City +. 


Tu ſame publick Eſteem would, undoubtedly, 


have placed him in the Chair of Chief IS had 
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On the 25th of November, 1710. the ninth Year of Queen Anne, 


Sir Jobn Caſs was choſen one of the Repreſentatives in Parliament for the 


City of London, together with Sir William Withers, Sir Richard Hoare, 
and Sir George Newland, And on November 12, 1713. he was again 
elected Member of Parliament, together with the ſaid three Gentlemen. 


+ He ſerved the Office of Sheriff of London together with Sir Nlian 
Srervard, Anno 1712. in the Mayoralty of Sir Robert Beackcreft. 
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1 not t aha G OD to take him to himſelf, before it 
came to his Turn to be choſen Mayor. 


In the Month of uh, 17 18. this worthy Alder- -_ 

man fell into a declining State of Health, which pro- 

bably giving him Occaſion to reflect with Pleaſure 

upon what he had already done for the poor Chil- 
dren of his Ward, put him upon turning his Thoughts 

to provide more immediately for the Benefit of all om 

poor Children, which mould be Educated in the 

Schools he had built at Aagate, than he had deſigned 

by his former Will of the 6th of May, 1709. And "= * 
having purchaſed, ſince the making of that Will, a 
Freehold Eſtate at Poplar, of about 90 J. a Year, he 

totally laid aſide his Intentions of building a School- 

Me at Hackney, and accordingly gave Directions for 


another Will to be made. By which latter Will, 
after giving ſeveral Annuities for Lives, and ſome 


pecuniary Legacies to his Relations, he deviſed all the 
Reſidue of his Real and Perſonal Eſtate to his Wife : 5 
for her Life, excepting an Annuity of 150 . a Year, 
for the Payment of which he charged his Poplar E- 
ſtate, as alſo two other Farms at Tilbury and Authorn in 
Eſer, (likewiſe together about the yearly Value of go J.) 
And directed, that ſuch Annuity of 150 /. a Year, ſhould 
be applied, during his Wife's Life, to provide Salaries 
for the Maſter and Miſtreſs, and Cloathing for the 
Children belonging to his Schools at Aldgate. And 
all the Reſt of his Eſtate, as well Real as Perſonal, 
after the Death of his Wiſe, he gave to Mr Valentine 
Brews, 


ſs. tte. and Gans | i Ll 


Account of Sir John Caſs. s Schools. 


Brewis, and Eight other Truſtees, i in Truſt, to pro- 
vide the Charity Children of his Schools at Aldgate 
a ſufficient N or Meal's Meat, every Day; or 
ſo much Money as his Truſtees ſhould think proper, 


in Lieu thereof ; and for other Purpoſes therein men- 


tioned, 


No ſooner was the Draught of this latter Will pre- 
pared, according to ſuch his Directions, but finding 


himſelf declining very faſt, and apprehenſive he ſhould 


not live long enough to have his Will writ over fair, 

he ordered the rough Draught of it to be brought to 
him, which conſiſting of ſeveral Sheets of Paper, he 
with great Earneſtneſs and Impatience, ſigned his 
Name to the two firſt Sheets ; when his Breath be- 
ginning to fail him, he was removed to an open Win- 


dow in his Chamber, in order to finiſh the Execution 
of this his latter Will; but died with the Pen in his 


Hand *, without being able to compleat it, in ſuch a 
manner as to deviſe his Freehold; though it was ſuf- 
ficiently executed to paſs his Copyhold and Perſonal 
Eſtates, in reſpe& of both which, it was a Revoca- 
tion of his former Will of the 6th of May, 1709. 
And ſuch former Will remaining uncancell'd at his 
Death, all his Freehold Eſtate, except that'at Poplar, 


_—_y 


4 —— 


* Sir John Caſs died the sth. of July, 1718. in the Fifty third Year 
of his Age; and was ſucceeded as Alderman of the Ward of Porgaten 
by Jobn Green, Eſq; who was {worn into the ſaid Office in the Count 

: of Aldermen, e on the 17th Day of the ſame Maat. 
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paſſed clerebiy But that being purchaſed ſince the 
making of his firſt Will, and not paſting by his lat- 
ter Will of the 5th of Jah, 171 8. deſcended to his 


Heirs ; at Law. 


B * this means, Sir John Caſs's charitable Intentions 
expreſſed in his Laſt Will, were in ſome meaſure de- 
feated; and would have been much more fo, by be- 
ing a long Time poſtponed, had not Lady Cafs, his 
Widow, taken the Schools under her Patronage, dur- 
ing her Life, and ſupplied the Loſs occafioned by 
this unhappy Accident ; at the fame Time uſing her 
beſt Endeavours, - in Conzunctzon with the Truſtees 


under both Wills, to get Sir John's Laſt Will eſta- 


bliſhed by an Act of Parliament: For which Purpoſe, 
a Bill was in the Year 1726 brought into the Houſe 
of Lords; and ſo far ſucceeded, as to paſs through 
that Houſe into the Houſe of Commons, but had 


there the Misfortune to be flung out at the ſecond 


. 


Tar 1s Miſcatriage- i is in fore bah to be imput- 
ed to the popular common- place Objection of difin- 
heriting an Heir at Law; which, one may venture to 
tay, was indiſcriminately urged upon bis —— 


with undeſerved Succeſs. 


Fox the Diſpoſition which Sir Jabn Gu had made 
of his Eſtate, was, in Fact, the Reſult of found Judg- 
ment, as well as true Piety, and a due Regard for 

| Religion: 
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Religion: Not the Effect of any of thoſe Compunc- 
tions of a guilty Conſcience, which have put ſome 
who have left their Eſtates to charitable Uſes, upon 
commuting that way in their laſt Hours for a diſſolute 
Life. Inſtances of this latter ſort, may make it not 
a improper, in Juſtice to the Memory of Sir Jobn Cafs, 
[ to acquaint thoſe, who can know nothing more of 
| him than his Name, and this laſt Action of his Life, 
| — That his Morals were irreproachable, his Principles 
| ſteady and ſincere ; that he was juſt in his Dealings, 
true to his Friends, and a Patriot to his Country : = 
That to make way for this noble Charity, he had no 
Children, no near Relations to diſinherit; - could diſ- 
appoint no reaſonable Expectations of his next of Kin, 
by cutting off an Intail, to divert, as it were, the na- 
tural Current of an Eſtate, come to him through ma- 
ny Deſcents. — Since the Fortune he died poſſeſſed 
of, was acquired by his Father, from whom it came 
freely and unlimited to him; and as ſuch, therefore, 
in him it of Right determined. — And as to ſuch of 
his Relations as he thought deſerving his Regard, he | 
made a ſuitable Proviſion for them by his Will; more =. 
particularly for his beloved Wife, Dame Elizabeth E 
Caſs, for whom he had ever the greateſt Affection; 
and of whom it may truly be ſaid, ſhe was a Partner 1. 
with him in theſe his pious Defigns : And the Zeal IR 
which ſhe ſhewed after his Death for their Accom- 
pliſhment, was but the natural Conſequence of the 
: Share and Concern ſhe had in their Inſtitution in his 
Lite-time. - This excellent Lady departed this Life the 
7th of July, 1732. Urox 
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Uron her Death, Mr Valentine Breuis, who for 


many Years was Deputy of Portſoten Ward, was the 


only one of the Executors and Truſtees of Sir John 
Caſs, that could be prevailed upon to act in the Truſt 
under Sir John's latter Will; which he had no ſooner 
proved, than he cauſed a Suit to be commenced in the 
Court of Chancery, by the Advice of Council, for the 
Eſtabliſhment of this Charity: And to the Hazard of 
his own Fortune, acted for the Preſervation of the 
Truſt-Eſtate; and kept up the Schools all the Time 
the Suit was depending, till his Death, which hap- 
pened in the Month of October, 1738: Having mani- 


- feſted, during the Courſe of his Tranſactions in Behalf 


of the Charity, the greateſt Integrity and Exactneſs 
in all his Accounts; often declaring to his Friends, 
that he wiſhed for nothing ſo much as the ſpeedy 


Completion of it, and that he might live to rejoice on 


that happy Occalion., 


Uron the Death of Mr Brewis, no Body having 
Power to act, there was a Neceſſity for ſhutting up 
the Schools. But the Suit, which abated by his 
Death, was ſoon afterwards revived, at the Inſtance 


of the Deputy and Common Council Men, and other 


principal Inhabitants of Portſoten Ward. And in Fe- 
bruary, 1742. came on to be heard before the Right 


Honourable Philip Lord Hardwicke, the preſent Lord 


HighChancellor ; when his Lordſhip was pleaſed toeſta- 


dun e the Vics declared by Sir Joon. Cafs s latter Will, 
And 


m r 


Account + of Sir John Cafe Scnoore : 


37 


and to decree to the ſame Uſes the Freehold Eſtate 


which paſſed only by his former Will; whereby the 


neceſſary Proviſion for the Charity Schools were in a 
manner render d compleat. | 


Bur poſi the Charity could have the effectual 
Benefit of this Proviſion, there were very many and 
long Accounts to be paſſed by the Maſter of the Court 
of Chancery, (to whom the Cauſe was referred by the 
Decree) — of which were extremely intricate, 
and difficult to adjuſt between the Parties concerned: 
There was likewiſe Occaſion to conſider of, and draw 
up a Scheme, for carrying the Charity into Execution. 


And all this remained to be done, when, upon the 
lböth of March, 1743-4. the principal Management 
and Conduct of the Whole happily fell into the Hands 


of Criſpe Gaſcoyne, Eſq; then one of the Common 
Council Men of Portſoken Ward, and now Alderman 
of Vintry; under whoſe Direction, the ſeveral Ac- 
counts, and every thing elſe that was wanting to per- 
fect the Maſter's Report for the Sanction of the Court, 
was prepared; and which being in the firſt Place laid 


before a General Veſtry of the Antients of the Free- 


dom Part of the Pariſh, held April the iſt, 1747. 

the Draught of the Report, as ſettled by the Alder- 
man, was received with ſuch general Approbation, 
that the publick Thanks of the whole Veſtry were 
given him upon the Occaſion, by one of their Num- 
ber, in the following Words. x 
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MR ALDERMAN, 


SIR, 


T is the unanimous Reſolution of the Antients 
of the Freedom Part of this Pariſh, now mn 


5 3 aſſembled, that I am to deſire your Accept- 


© ance of their moſt grateful Acknowledgments, for 
* the fignal Service you have done Them and the 
© whole Freedom Part, by the laborious Taſk you 
have fo generouſly undertaken, of forming, proſe- 
cuting, and compleating, the many long and intri- 
cate Accounts relating to the Truſt-Eſtate of Str 
John Caſs, and in ſettling the Draught of the Maſ- 
ter's Report in the manner it has been now read to 
us; a Work in which you have manifeſted a Capa- 
city and Zeal equal to any Undertaking, and which 
upon this Occafion you have happily exerted in the 


© beſt Cauſe in the World, that of Charity. — And 


© as this Veſtry is ſenfible, that without your help- 


ing Hand and Afſiſtance, the good Deſigns of our 


* late worthy Patron, Sir John Caſs, muſt for ever 
< have miſcarried ; ſo we think ourſelves bound, in 
* Gratitude to his Memory, as well as in Juſtice to 
* You, 81x ! to give You this publick Teſtimony of 
* our Obligations to You, for the unwearied Pains 
© You have taken: Which encourages us to make it 


© our Requeſt to You, that now this valuable and 


* Important Charity is . ght ſo near to its Perfec- 
= tion 


_ of Sir John W Caſes 9015 
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© tion under yqur Direction and Influthod/! y ou will 
* goon to finiſh the good Work, er "effect 
* ally into Exe Soon, eit wan bh ai 
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> being thus Fnllhed, to o Satisfaction 
e Cauſe was thereupon ft down, and 


al Directions of 5 Court of Chan- 


came on for the 
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cery, upon the goth of April, 1748. when the Right 
Honourable the Lord Chancellor was pleaſed to con- 


1 w.1 5 


firm the t, and in general to approye of the 
Scheme ſtated therein for the Eſtabliſhment of the 
Charity; and gave Directions for the Appointment of 
Twenty one Truftees to have the Care and Manage- 
ment thereof. Accordingly, the followin Terios 
were appointed by che Court for that wa . i 


Crifpe Gaſcoyne, Eſq; and Adermäh 
Sir William Calvert, Knt. Alderman of the 
Ward of Portſoken. 
Edvard Holloway, Eg, j; 
Mr Robert Pycroff, Deputy of Pordſoken Ward. 


M Richard Brid gman, 


Mr Lodowicł n ommon IK 
; Mr Philip Grafton, War d. | 
Mr Richard Wilſon, | 3 WIG 
Mr Yoeph Gene,, 7 Inhabitants + 
Mr James Fiſher, J the Ward. 
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' On the 34th” of Jay. 1748, 1 5 Truſtees "Yak 
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harity,. at, 57 I e e 
and Mr Alderman Gg Coyne, by way 


were a 
of Preſident, was waging Tr) > th Truſt- 
Eſtate, ß RI IRR, W 
4 10 i 
ren which * Truftees, B ntionedto meet, 


ut their own Expence, abmoſt every. Weekg\ upon the 
Affairs of the Charity: — Have choſen a Maſter and 
Miſtreſs for inſttucting the Children; and have already 
admitted and cleathed : Forty Boys, and Ti wenty ſeven 
Girls upon this Fſtabliſhment, With which they have 


now opened the. Schools. And that- the Intent of 


their generous Founder may have. its full Effect, the 
Truſtees are uſing their beſt Endeavours to provide a 
Plice fit for Dining the Children every Day they 
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